CITY OF

AMeS

Priorities for FY 2027-2028

Categories 1-5 are in priority order
as are the lettered services in each category.

An emphasis is placed on low-to-moderate income individuals and families in all
categories and services.

1. Basic Needs

Short-term rent and utility assistance
Food insecurity and meal gap reduction
Reliable transportation access

Legal support

Medical and dental services

P20 TD

2. Homelessness Prevention and Housing Stability
a. Transitional and supportive housing
b. Housing navigation services

3. Mental Health and Meaningful Connections
a. Mental health and substance use treatment access
b. Social isolation reduction opportunities
c. Crisis intervention and victim advocacy

4. Quality, Affordable Childcare
a. Sliding fee scale options for childcare

5. Out of School Learning Opportunities
a. Academic skill development and youth engagement
b. Participation barrier reduction through financial and transportation support
c. Summer and after-school academic programming
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1. Essential Basic Human Needs

e Food and nutrition

e Emergency shelter services for individuals and families

e Affordable, quality housing (including temporary/transitional housing, services and supports
allowing people to remain in their homes—rent and utility assistance, senior and disability*
services, etc.)

e Affordable, quality childcare

e Access to health services (physical, behavioral, mental*), dental, substance use disorder services

e Transportation

2. Financial Stability and Empowerment

Income (job training, skills upgrade)

Legal assistance

Access to emergency and victim advocacy services

Probation and Reentry services

Programs and services that empower, support, and eliminate barriers for individuals and
families

3. Education and Youth Development

e Social and educational development opportunities (summer enrichment, out of school
programs, and similar educational services)

e Education and awareness (public education and awareness, financial literacy, budget counseling,
as well as training that enhances an agency’s ability to provide quality services to an increasingly
diverse County population)

NOTES for Agencies and Volunteers:

1. Categories and services are in priority order as listed.

2. *Although Story County considers mental health and disability services to be priorities, it cannot levy to pay for these
services. Therefore, they are NOT funded through ASSET at this time.

3. Services funded by Story County must be accessible and available to residents throughout Story County, this does not
exclude funding for services located in Ames.

4. Annual reports should include information on how agencies are promoting access and opportunity across populations
and addressing varying needs within their programs.
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ASSET Priorities for Fiscal Year (FY) 2027-2028

Priorities and subpriorities are listed in ranked order.

An emphasis is placed on low- to moderate-income individuals and families

in all priorities, subpriorities, and services funded.

Basic Needs
A. Short-term rent and utility assistance
B. Food insecurity and meal gap reduction
C. Reliable transportation access
Homelessness Prevention and Housing Stability
A. Transitional and supportive housing
B. Housing navigation services
C. Legal support for housing stability
Mental Health and Meaningful Connections
A. Mental health and substance use treatment access
B. Social isolation reduction opportunities
C. Crisis intervention and victim advocacy
Quality, Affordable Child Care
A. Sliding fee scale options for child care
Third Grade Literacy Attainment
A. Evidence-based curriculum and wrap-around support for at-risk learners
B. Family barrier removal for literacy service access
Kindergarten Readiness
A. Evidence-based programming for ages 0-5
B. Family engagement in parent-child interaction programming
Out of School Learning Opportunities
A. Academic skill development and youth engagement
B. Participation barrier reduction through financial and transportation support
C. Summer and after-school academic programming
Budget and Credit Counseling
A. Representative payee services for vulnerable populations

Approved by the United Way of Story County Board of Directors on July 30, 2026.
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Student Government ASSET (Analysis of Story Country Social Services
Evaluation Team) FY 2028 Funding Priorities

Executive Summary

Included in this document are ASSET funding priorities for Fiscal Year 2028, to be provided to Story
County ASSET, pending 2026-2-001 A approval of the Iowa State University Student Government
Senate.

Generally, the highest total priority areas are those with:
A) The lowest shown value on Table 1
B) Accessibility for students
C) Serving of students as a target population
D) Fit basic student needs
E) Do no form of socioeconomic denial of service or denial of subsidy
F) Support involvement in student activities and class
G) Regular visits to the lowa State University campus
H) Willingness to partner with student volunteers

Table 1 on the next page demonstrates numerical principles of student need, and the priorities in support
of this need.

The leftmost column is known as Priority Category. The upper row is known as Priority
Characteristic. Categories are likely to be constant among providers, while characteristics can
be more likely adjusted to better provide accessible service to students.

Ideally, visiting campus, working around student schedules, and creating opportunities to attend class or
work are critical items for any Student Government funded service.

Items intersecting above with the lowest numerical value are the highest priority for the lowa Sate
University Student Government.

Items with intersecting high numerical values are the lower priority for the lowa Sate University Student
Government — which remain eligible for funding.



Table 1, Priority Numbers

Accessible
by student Low
transportation duplicate
(CyRide, Specialized | university Extended
Left: Characteristic bicycle, service service business Catered to
Down: Category walking) offering offering hours student need
Direct student education
1 2 3 4 5
Community and civic
engagement 2 3 4 5 6
Emergency assistance, basic
needs 3 4 5 6 7
Basic needs items
4 5 6 7 8
Civil services
5 6 7 8 9
Crisis support / court watch
6 7 8 9 10
Partnered with on-campus
resource 7 8 9 10 11
Financial education &
literacy 8 9 10 11 12
Career and job placement
assistance 9 10 11 12 13
Childcare
10 11 12 13 14
Student dependent / spouse
education 11 12 13 14 15

Table 1 ranking goes from top to bottom, and left to right.

For example: If a provider can distribute “Basic Need Items” but not in Ames, the next consideration
would be if they had a specialized service offering. For this example, we know that the provider focuses
on K-12 basic needs, so the specialty area is children who are not Iowa State University Students. While
a community pilar, K12 support does not fit the Student Government priorities, unless a dependent of a
student. Continuing this example, the Students Helping Our Peers (SHOP) food and item pantry exists
on the Iowa State University Campus. This leaves the extended business hour priority characteristic, and
the provider does fit this category — so their priority value will be 7.

Some priorities exist in the same Priority Number, and these are to be treated as equivalent.

For example: Campus accessible career and job placement assistance and crisis support with extended
business hours both rank in Priority Number 9. Both are high impact but can still consider ways to
increase student support. In needed funding decisions, those with the leftmost characteristic shall be
favored where priority number conflicts exist.

That the Student Government Senate adopts the following priorities and their subpoints, in order
that they appear, for the Calendar Year 2027-2028 ASSET Allocations: ISU Student Government



supports community services that benefit the entire lowa State community, from Students to Faculty and
Staff, that cannot be obtained from the resources available on campus. ISU Student Government only
funds services which are nonpartisan.

1) Direct student education

-Programs that support students in their capacity to achieve a valuable and complete education at
Iowa State University.

2) Community and civic engagement

-Programs Empowering Traditionally Discriminated-Against Communities & Peoples (e.g.
disability status, gender, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, etc.)

-Promote social and family development programs focused on identity, belonging, and equity.

-Provide greater accessibility to voting and local government awareness development
programming.

3) Emergency assistance

-Expand sexual abuse support services and improve crisis recovery support through crisis centers
and Title IX offices.

-Improve domestic abuse support by connecting students with confidential advocacy and legal aid.
-Develop public education and awareness campaigns to reduce stigma.

-Expand emergency rent and utility assistance through local housing nonprofits

4) Basic needs items
-Improve access to hygiene supplies, clothing closets, food pantries, etc.
-Promote short-term emergency housing options for displaced or unhoused students.

-Promote awareness of basic needs services through coordinated outreach and communication.

5) Civil services
-Provide rehabilitation programs focusing on student-centered recovery support and community
reintegration.

-Launch treatment outreach programs that discourage substance use and promote early intervention.
-Offer harm reduction resources in coordination with public health agencies.

6) Crisis support / court watch

-Promote access to outpatient mental health services

-Expand crisis prevention programs through community health departments and peer support
initiatives.



7)

8)

9)

-Court support for survivors and impacted people.
-Develop public education and awareness campaigns to reduce stigma and promote wellness.

Partnered with on-campus resource

-Promote access to, collaboration with and support to the utilization of existing campus
resources that currently provide student, faculty and staff services

- On campus programming, partnership, and resource sharing with other lowa State
University initiatives.

Financial education and literacy

-Offer support for civil cases, including housing, immigration, and employment law, through free
legal clinics.

- Support students pursuing off-campus housing, council on true costs, and spread information
regarding financial stability.

-Assist students navigating probation services and reentry.

Career and job placement assistance

-Programs that support students in their capacity to achieve placement in a fulfilling and profitable
career course after finishing their education at lowa State.

-Offer student employment assistance, and contribute to employment transportation, stability
and accessibility.

10) Childcare

-Promote student, faculty and staff access to affordable infant and toddler care.

-Expand school-age care options for parenting students during classes and study hours.

11) Student dependent / spouse education

-Promote familial stability of our students and faculty through support of their dependents and
spouses through Iowa State University.



